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Abstract: 

This case study is an investigation into how accommodative the integration processes are for 
children born in the enclaves of the LRA fighters upon return to the local communities of the 
Acholi people in Gulu Municipality. It attempts to identify the experiences both physically and 
psychologically, which affects the integration of such children by responding to the following 
hypotheses: 

The Length of confinement in conflict situation has no implication on the psychosocial status 
of children. 

The unconditional acceptance of children born of the LRA will foster their integration into 
families and communities.Without proper integration mechanism for children born of the LRA 
they will remain unaccepted by families and communities. 

Data were gathered through non-participant observation, interviews with agencies handling 
former child soldiers, and a questionnaire, which also acted as an interview schedule. The 
study involved 67 children born of girls abducted by the LRA who return with or without their 
mothers from captivity, 40 mothers, mothers’ families, and selected community members 
from where the child born in captivity hailed, Two reception centres that temporarily held 
children returning from captivity awaiting tracing and reunification, organisations working to 
rehabilitate and reintegrate former child soldiers in Gulu and traditional leaders in Acholi. 17 
children born and growing up among Acholi community were sampled as control group. 
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