Children born of war: Definition, data and aim of research – some suggestions

Also I would like to thank you all for coming on such short notice. Special thanks to those who have come from far away in order to contribute to the meeting, special thanks to Jasna who, although only one week notice, accepted the invitation to talk about the Bosnian case. Regina unfortunately cannot come as she is in bed with fever and bronchitis. However,………….
As an introduction, I would like to say a few words about my own background. short introduction family, comparative political scientist, Survey Norwegian war children, WCIP, realisation world wide phenomenon.

Aim of meeting: I have now in different settings and situations been in touch with the topic of children born of war. It struck me that it is a very heterogeneous group of people working on and with this topic and that there is a lot of information and knowledge on children born of war from different regions and wars. Addressing the issue with others often resulted in someone knowing something from other places, had heard of etc. For example the issue of children born in captivity was totally new to me until this year, although in the meantime I realise this is nothing new either. German children were also, for example born in Russian prisoners camps, fathered by Russian soldiers and German women in post WWII. This is the nature of the topic that rather then being in the foreground and of principle interests to those engaged in conflicts and crises it is a “side effect” they learn about during the work. It is f.ex. quite surprising I think that in the most recently published “Handbooks of Reparations”, the chapter on reparation of sexual violence there is not even the possibility addressed that also children might be born who should also be considered in reparation. So obviously, there still is big challenge in getting the issue of children born of war on the agenda both in related research fields, humanitarian organisation, military organisations and nation states as well as at the international level. Although there might be a hope with the UN addressing this question that it gets wider attention. We will hear more about this tomorrow in the presentation from Kerry Neal.

Nevertheless, looking at the knowledge we have today, I was thinking that maybe we can use the experience and knowledge of us gathered here agree on some basic definitions of who we mean and want to mean when we talk about children born of war, how and via which institutions at least partly reliable data on the number of war children can be collected, what we consider relevant research questions and finally what we wish to do with the knowledge we and others achieve. My idea is that if we can agree on some guidelines with regard to data, definitions, research and aims it facilitates incorporating information from other regions and conflicts we, other individuals or humanitarian organisations receive be it through direct search or be it per coincidence. 
In the following, I will present some suggestions with regard to definition and data emphasising that these are only suggestions which I would like us to think about and then return to at the end of the meeting when we have heard all presentations in order to discuss modifications.

Definition of “war child” or “child born of war” 

The first thing is that we should maybe agree upon one expression which grasps the children we really mean. War children often refer to  children who have experiences wars in general. In Germany, for example children who experienced WWII are considered war children. The concept “children born of war” which I think comes from Charli is the clearest one I have heard so far. There might be other concepts which might be more suitable in particular wars and regions such as “Wehrmachtskinder” used by Ebba to describe the children fathered by German soldiers and local women during WWII. 

The “War and Children Identity Project” (WCIP) defines war children as “a child that has one parent that was part of an army or peace keeping force and the other parent a local citizen where the weight is on the stigma these children can be subject to as a result of their background (WCIP 2006). WCIP focuses on: 
· Children who receive stigma as a result of being born by women who had a relationship with foreign soldiers, peacekeeping soldiers or allied forces. 
· Children born as a result of sexualised violence/ rape used as war strategy.

Children born of war might be categorised in four main types: children of enemy soldiers, children of soldiers from occupational forces, children of child soldiers and children of peacekeeping forces.

Children of enemy soldiers: These children are fathered by foreign soldiers who are located in the country or region and clearly defined as enemies such as German soldiers in Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, France, Russia etc. during WWII or Bosnian Serb Army in Bosnia-Herzegovina during the war in former Yugoslavia 1991 to 1995 and  US soldiers in Vietnam. Rebell groups would probably also fall into this category.
Children of soldiers from occupational forces: In this case the soldiers can be seen as enemies or allied, depending on the view of the local population. The allied forces occupying Germany in the post WWII years were for example in the population by some conceived as saviours and by others as enemies. In the case of Canadian troops in Great Britain or the Netherlands or US troops on Iceland, these were allied troops. Nevertheless, a liaison between local women and participants of the allied forces was often not accepted in the community and both mothers and children were stigmatised 

Children of child soldiers: These are children born by girls under the age of 18 who are involved in wars and conflicts as soldiers. UNICEF estimates that at any given time, up to 300,000 children globally are being used in armed groups and forces in a variety of roles, including as combatants, cooks, porters, messengers, spies and for sexual purposes. 
Children of peacekeeping forces: The issue of sexual exploitation and abuse arose end 2004 with the revelation that UN peacekeepers had engaged in such practices in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). However, we also have ISAF and EUFOR forces.
Within each of the above described categories a further distinction might be drawn between 
· children born of mutual relationships and 
· children born of rape and sexual exploitation. 
· children of prostitutes 

It should be emphasised however that it is often difficult to clearly differentiate between what is exploitation and what is mutual in situation of wars and crisis.  Children of prostitutes are for examples children of US soldiers based in the Philippines and women working in the entertainment industry. 25.000 children are estimated to have been fathered by US soldiers. 
The Data situation – how to collect data on children born of war

How to obtain data:
· documents

· Internet sources and other media sources

· NGO’s,  military organisations, nation states 

·  – if still alive – the individuals themselves may tell
· Or we or researchers from respective countries do field work searching for the children 

How complete or reliable these data are is another question, but in the first instance –for example in ongoing conflicts - it would be of importance to know whether humanitarian workers have registered situation in which it might be assumed that the child is a child born of war. As you all know this is often a taboo and the mothers or mothers to be do not want to out themselves.
If registries are kept on children born this would of course make data collection much easier. However, to me only the Lebensborn archive of Norwegian war children are known to exist in this respect.

Question:
Can we develop/do we want to develop a simple scheme which NGO’s or we can use if they know or assume they are confronted with a mother and a war child? Such a scheme could for example include, age of mother, nationality, ethnicity, city/village come from, month pregnancy, civil status, known or expected circumstance re: conception: affair, rape, prostitution etc., knows who father is etc, contact with father, contact with own family member, attachment to community……If child is already born, the age, sex etc of child, perceived relationship between mother and child (if not willingly elaborated). There will be enough variation in additional information obtained such as interviews etc., but in this way we would have something standardised, which we can use to prove the real existence of the mothers and children. This leads me to the third part of my suggestions:

The aim of our work
From a Research perspective: what are the similarities and differences between children born of war in different wars and conflicts in different regions and cultures at different times throughout history?

From a practical perspective: If we want to convince military organisation, nation states and the international community that this is a significant problem we need numbers which should be as reliable as possible.  
What else do we want to do with what we know, and how do we want to do it:

· Convince Nation States and national and international military organisations on the importance that they develop and implement ertain international agreed policies (such as those suggested in the UN draft Kerry will present)?

· Give recommendations on how NGO’s, communities and nations should help the mothers and children to avoid stigmatisation?

· Help the children themselves? In addition to advice, to we want to get involved in fund raising?
· Work to get the rights of the children born of war and acknowledged part of reparation. 

WCIP has already tried to be active on these levels, but it is too much to be covered by the personnel involved at present. 

I will stop now, many questions and thoughts have been raised, maybe we can find answers to some of them during this meeting.
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